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work have to do with hunting, that it will be convenient to make mention here next in order, of a most interesting book recently discovered, the " Geheimes Jagd-buch/' l Maximilian's " Sporting Chronicle/' Some writers affirm that this is the only book written by his own hand, while others say that it was written under his direction by his Master of the Game, a Carl von Spaur, 1499-1500. In any case this was certainly one subject concerning which Maximilian did not have too high an opinion of his own knowledge and skill, and on which he was probably better qualified to speak than any one else. This book again is enriched with fascinating illustrations, and tells the story of Kaiser Max's keen enjoyment of sport in the mountains of North Tyrol
Perhaps at the present day, we can hardly conceive the passion for sport which was so universal in those days. As Michelet says :
" Toute la joie du manoir, tout le sel de la vie, c'etait la chasse ; au matin le r6veil du cor, le jour la course au bois et la fatigue; au soir le retour, le triomphe quand le vainqueur siegeait a la longue table avec sa bande heureuse."
Indeed so excellent and perfect was this enjoyment of the chase, that the enthusiast who wrote the popular handbook of that day," Phoebus on Hunting " (Gaston de Foix), looks upon it as almost a heavenly joy, and declares that:
" There is no man's life less displeasable unto God than the life of a perfect and skilful hunter, or from
1 Beautifully printed by Thomas von Kurajan, 1859, 2nd edition. With modern German translation.          Hr*'{»,ifc^   *•%*»,   ,   ,
